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Tar following Treatiſe is intended for the 
inſtruction of youth in the Principles of Chriſti- 
anity, as profeſſed by the Church of England. 
_ That it may ſerve the purpoſe of a Catechilin, the 
Oueſtions are added to each Chapter; but it is 
preſumed that theſe Queſtions ſhould not be fre- 
quently repeated in the ſame words, but varied 
according to the judgment of the Teacher; and 
that the Anſwer ſhou!d not be expeacd invari- 
ably in the ſame words, but that ſome latitude of 
expreſſion ſhould. be allowed, if the ſenſe be in 
any way preſerved : by which means the leſſon 
may be prevented from becoming a mere exerciſe 
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PREFACE. 


of memory. The Texts of Scripture quoted at 
the bottom of the page, ought by all means to be 7 5 
regularly examined; and it might tend to fix 
them more firmly in the memory if they were 


X 


tranſcribed. 


2 


PRINCIPLES, Gc. 


1 —— 


CHAPTER I. 
Of God. 
HE firſt and principal doctrine of all Reli- 


gion, diſcoverable by our own *reaſon, and 
fully confirmed by Holy Scripture, 1s this; that 
there is one * God, the © Creator of Heaven and 


Earth, and all things contained in them; that he 


dwells in (Heaven, which is the habitation of 

Angels and happy Spirits: that he is a *Spirit, 
which means, a Being without body, not to be 
fſecn or touched, but only to be underſtood: that 


he 


—_— 


8 Rom i, 19, 20, 21. 


b Deut' iv, 35 —Deut' vi, 4.—Iſai' xxxvii, 16, 20.—- Mark 
Kii, 29.—1 Cor' viii, 4.—Eph' iv, 6. 


© Gen' i, 1.—Exod* xx, 11.— Job xxxvili, 4, &c.—lIfaiah 
xxxvii, 16.—AQs xvii, 24. 


2 Chron? vi, 21, 23, 25, &.—Matt vi, 9. — Mark xvi, 19. 
© John iv, 24. | 


f John i, 18.— John v, 37,—Col j I, 15.—1 Tim' vi, 1 
Hed” Ti, 27. 


. 

he is ö eternal, having lived heretofore from all 
Eternity, and who will live hereafter to all Eter- 
nity: that he is Almighty : that he is i merciful : 
that he 1s*juſt: that he is of perſect Truth: that 
he is of u perfect Holineſs: that he is * All-wiſe: 
that he is always *preſent every where; ſeeing and 
knowing the moſt ſecret things through the whole 
world; even our ? thoughts are not hid from 
him. 


What is the F-ſ and principal Doctrine of Re- 
ligion 


What? 75 0 od? 


What are the e or Attributes yy God ? 
What 


1 n - - 8 


bn — 


E Pſalm cii, 24, &c.—1 Tim? i, 17.—Rev? xi, 17. 
n Iſai' xxvi, 4.— Matt” xix, 26.— Rev' xv, 3. 


| Pſalm cxxxvi.— Pſalm cxlv, 8, 9.—Ezek' xviii, 31, 32.— 
1 Tim? ii, 4. G 


Ezek' xviii, 20. 


Rev' xv, 3. | 
m Lev' xix, 2.—Pſalm cxlv, 17. —Ifal lil, 14. 15. —Rev? 
iv, 8. 


Job xxxviii.ä— 1 Tim? 1. 45 1 xi, 33, 34. 
o Pſalm exxxix, 7, e XV, 3. 


Iſa!” Ixvi, 18. —Matt' vi, 4.—Luke xii, 2, 3. —AQs1, * 
Adds viii, 22,—Heb' Iv, 7 


. 
* 


r Pſalm xciv, 1, 2, 23. —Pſalm xcviii, 10.—Jer ix, 2h 


1 Nun? xxiii, 19.—Pſalm lxxxix, 9. 15. —Heb x, 23.— 
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What is Heaven? 
What do you mean by a Spuri ? 
What do you mean by Eternal? by Almighty, &c. 
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; CHAPTER II. 


Of Chriſt. 


E are called *Chri/tians, becauſe we be- 

YT heve in Chriſt: it is therefore above all 
things neceſſary to know, who Chriſt is, ſince he 
was the Authour of our holy Religion. His pro- 
per and indeed his only Name is Zeſus ; being the 
name given to him by his v parents, and by which 
he was called in his own family and among his 
acquaintance. The original Hebrew name is 


1 Foſhua, a common name among the Jes, ſigni- 


fing ea Saviour; but when tranſlated into Latin, 


Greek and other languages it is called 4 Jeſus.— 
It 


5 


Acts xi, 26. 
>» Luke i, 31. 
en , 20h 5 


Acts vii, 45.—Prol' to Eecluſ. 


480 
he 18 s eternal, having lived heretofore from all 
Eternity, and who will hve hereafter to all Eter- 
nity: that he is * Almighty : that he is merciful : 
that he is * juſt: that he is of perfect Truth: that 
he is of u perfect Holineſs: that he is * All-wiſe: 
that he is always *preſent every where; ſeeing and 


knowing the moſt ſecret things through the whole 


world; even our. ? thoughts are not hid from 
him. 5 


What is the Feſt and principal Doctrine of Re- 


ligion F 
What is Cod? 


What are "the Qualitirs or Attributes of God ? 


What 
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E Palm cii, 24, &c.— 1 Tim” i, 17.—Rev* xi, 17. 
n Iſai' xxvi, 4.— Matt” xix, 26, —Rev? xv, 3. 


| Pſalm cxxxvi.—Pſalm cxlv, 8, 9.—Ezek' xviii, 31, 32.— 
1 Tim? ii, 4. . 


* Pſalm xciv, 1, 2, 23.—Pſalm xcviii, 10.—Jer' ix, 24.— 
Ezek' xviii, 20. | | 
1 Num” xxili, 19.—Pfalm Ixxxix, 9, 15.—Heb' x, 43 


Rev” xv, 3. 
m Lev' xix, 2.—Pſalm cxlv, 17 —Ifal xliii, 14, 15. —Rev! 
iv, 8. 


Job xxxvili.—1 Tim” i, 17 Rom“ xi, 33 34. 
o Pſalm exxxix, 7, e e XV, 3. 


Iſai' Ixvi, 18.—Matt' vi, 4.—Luke xl, 2, 3. —AQs 1 1, 24+ 
AQs viii, 4e Iv, 13. 
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What is Heaven? 
What do you mean by a Spiru ? 
What do you mean by Eternal? by Almighty, Sc. 
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CHAPTER II.. 
Of Chriſt. 


E are called * Chriſtians, becauſe we be- 
| lieve in Chriſt: it is therefore above all 


things neceſſary to know, who Chriſt is, ſince he 


was the Authour of our holy Religion. His pro- 
per and indeed his only Name is Jeſus; being the 
name given to him by his v parents, and by which 
he was called in his own family and among his 
acquaintance. The original Hebrew name is 
FJeſhua, a common name among the Jews, ſigni- 
tying ea Saviour; but when tranſlated into Latin, 
Greek and other languages it is called * Jeſus, — 

It 


| COEY 


Ads xi, 26. 
» Luke i, 31. 
'© Matt i, 21. 


1 


Acts vii, 45.—Prol' to Eecluſ. 


LW] 

It was cuſtomary in the Eaſt (and the ſame cuſtom 
is ſtill obſerved) to add to a perſon's name the 
name of his father, in order to diſtinguiſh him 
from others of the ſame name. Hence our Lord 
is called 7eſus, the Son of Foſeph, for Joſeph 
the huſband of the Virgin Mary was his *ſuppoſed 
Father. For a ſimilar reaſon he is alſo called 
d Fejus, Son of David,; becauſe he was lincally 
deſcended, by his reputed Father Joſeph's ſide, 
and alſo (as 1s generally ſuppoſed) by his Mother 
Mary's fide, from David * the ancient king of 
Iſrael, as it had been foretold by ſome of the 
Jewiſh * Prophets, and was expected by the Jews. 
 —Laſtly, when our Lord left Nazareth the town 
where he lived and had been brought up, and 
when he journeyed into other parts of the coun- 
try, he was frequently called * Feſus of Nazareth, 

| | It 


Joſh' i, 1.—Prov' i, 1.—Iſai' i, 1. 
* John 1, 45. 


Luke iii, 23. 


* Matt' i, 1. — Matt” X11, 23 —Matt xv, 22.— Mark X, 47» 
48.—Luke xvi, 38, 39. 


3 Matt' i, 2, &c.—Matt' i, 20,—Luke i, 27, 32.—Luke 
ii, 4.—Luke iii, 23, &c. 


* Iſai' xi, 1, 10.— Jer xxili, gs. 
John vii, 42. gf 
m Matt ii, 23. 


„ Mark x, 47. —Luke xvili, 3 37. as i, 45 —Jobn xix, 
19. —AQs ii, 22, 


1 


it being uſual to call ſtrangers by the 1 name of 
the place fr om whence they came. 


Thus it appears that our Lord's name was Jcſus. 
But he has in Scripture many Titles, the chief 
and the moſt common of which is Chriſt, or more 
properly e Chriſt; for it is a name of Office 
and Character, not the name of a Perſon. The 
word Chri/t in Engliſh, Latin and other languages 
has the ſame mcaning as the Hebrew word Hs, 
1. e. the anointed One: for as Kings, Prieſts and 
Prophets were anciently 1 anointed with Oil, 
when they were appointed to their ſacred office, 
thence it was that the Saviour of the world, who 


was to be conſecrated to the holieſt of all Offices, 
was particularly ſo called; and the Name was in 


common ule among the Jews at and before our 
Saviour's time, who all of them expected a Sa- 
viour, whom they called the Meſſiah or the Chriſt, 


tho' many of them would not be perluaded, that 


Jeſus was the Chriſt. | | 
| B Our 


. 3 
ik. 


» Mark viii, 29. Luk xxii, 67.—Luke xxiil, 35. cle „ 
20.— John x, 24. | 


„ John 1 i, 41. 


4 1 Sam' x, 1.—1 Sam” xxiv, 10 —1 Kings xix, 15, 16. 


Luke ii, 26, 38.—Luke vii, 19.—John iii, 28.—John iv, 
25, 29, —Jobn vil; 47 
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Our Lord is likewiſe called * the Word ; a Ti- 


tle known among the Jews, as equivalent to the 
Meſſiah. 


He ts called our Saviour, and Samour of the 


World, as being ſent to ſave Mankind from the 


Power of Sin, and from cycrlaſting death. 


Our Lord is frequently called “ King of the 
Fews and King of Iſrael; and this not in a literal 
ſenſ>, as tho' he were an earthly king; for he was 
in a very humble condition of life. In ſome 
few paſſages of Scripture he ſeems indeed to be 


called a King in a literal ſenſe, as being deſcend- 


ed from the royal family of David; but it is 


either *in deriſion, or by perſons 7 uninformed 


of the true nature of our Saviour's miſſion. It is 
in a ſpiritual ſenſe that our Lord calls * himſelf 
ns | and 


* 


— 


* hn , 14. 


© The Meſſiah is called 2h Nord of Cod in the Chaldee Para- 
phraſe of the Bible. 


u Luke ii, 11. — John i iv, 42.—Acts v, 31, 
„ Matt” ii, 2.— Matt' xxi, 5.—ſJohn i, 49. 


* Matt' xxvii, 28, 29.— Mark xv, 17, 32. —Luke xxiil, 37s 
28. — John XINs Bo $1 19. 


5. Mark xv, 2, 9, 12. — John vi, 15. John XVII, 33. 
2 John xviii, 36, 55 | | 


„„ 


and is * called a King. Now the Jews having 
been God's choſen people, hence it is that 2e 
eus and Iſracl are frequent expreſſions in Scrip- 
ture to ſignify he people of God, the true difcipl-s 
of Chrift, the Elect, the Chriſtian Church or the 
like. When therefore our Saviour is called King 
of Iſracl, or King of the Jews, it plainly means 
the Head of the Chriſtian Church, the Governor of 
God's El-a, the Ring of that * ſpiritual Kingdom, 
which conſiſts of every good Chriſtian through- 
out the World. 


He is called 4 our Mediator and Advocate; and 
the Mediator of the new Covenant: as being the in- 
termediate Perſon appointed by God the Father 
to intercede for us, to be the Inſtrument of union 
between God and Man. ; 


He is ſometimes called * the Lamb or the Lamb 
of God; in alluſion to the Lamb ſacrificed by the 
B 2 | Jews 


—— * 


John i, 49. | 

d John i, 47, —Gal' vi, 16. . 

Luke xvii, 20, 21.— John xvili, 36. 

1 Tim' ii, 5.—1 John ii, 1.—Heb' ix, 15.— Heb' xii, 24. 
* ſohn i, 29, 36,—Rev' v, 6, 7, &c,—Rev* vii, 9, &c. 
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Jews at the Paſſover; a ceremony ordained by 


Moſes at the command of God in commemoration 


ol the death of Chriſt, and as a type of it: 


But our Lord's moſt eminent title is the Son 
of God; a title univerſally known and under- 
ſtood by the Jews at that time to be of the ſame 
ſignification, as the Chriſt, or the Mefſhah. He 
is ſo called in numberleſs places 3 of ſacred Scrip- 

ture: and he himſelf claims this title in many of 
his diſcourſes, not only poſitively, but alſo by 
calling God ®his Father. And altho' good and 
pious Men are ſometimes called 'Sons of God, yet 
the Son of God was conſidered as a Title of the 
Meſſiah alone; which diſtinction is confirmed by 
thoſe Paſſages of Scripture, where our Lord is 


called 


6 
— 


28 


—— 


* Matt' xvi, 16.—Matt' xxvi, 63.— Mark xiv, 61.—Luke 

F iv, 4 —Luke xxii, 67 and 70.— John vi, 69. — John xi, 

= 27,—John xx. 31. 

* Matt' iii, 17, —Matt' xvii, . — Mark 1, 1 Mark iii, 11. « 
—Luke i, 35.—Luke iir, 22 Luke xxii, 70. — John 
11, 17 and 35 and 36.— John xvii, 1.—Rom' i, 4 


1 Cor? i, 9.—kleb' i, 2.—1 Ep' John i i, 72 — Ep' john 
Iv, 18...) 


a Luke i ii, 49.—John x, 21 and 22.— John v. 17, &e. 


| Gen” vi, 2.—Matt? vi, 1, Kc. Luke 111,28, —John 1, 12. 
—ſohn XX, 17. 


1 


called * the only begotten Son of God. Now as a 
Son is of the ſame nature with his Father, and 
in that reſpect equal to him, fo our Lord in many 
parts of Scripture is ſaid to be one with God 
his Father and cqual to him. It follows there- 
fore that our Lord Jeſus Chriſt is himſelf God, 
jointly or in conjunction with God his Father; 
and he is accordingly called God directly or by 
plain inference in many parts of „ Scripture: his 
Diſciples prayed to him as God, bleſſed in his 
Name, and expected Grace, Mercy and Peace 
and all ſpiritual Bleſſings from o him. 


But 


„ 


a ' ok 


2 — 


51 


John i, 14 and 18.— John iii, 16 and 18. 
John v, 18.— John x, 30 to 38.—Philip' ii, 6. 


= Pſalm xlv, 6, compared with Heb' i, 5 to 12.—Pſalm ex, 
1, compared with Mark xii, 35 and 36 and 37. —lIſai' 

vii, 14, compared with Matt' i, 23.—lfar ix, 6, —Ifai? 
xliv, 6, compared with Rev? i, 8 and 11, and with Rey? 
Xx11, 13.— John i, 1 and 2 and 3.— John i, 3 and 10, 
and Heb' i, 2, compared with Gen” i, 1.— John x, 33 

to 36. — John xx, 28.— Acts xx, 28.—Col' i, 16 and 17. 
—pPhil' ii, 6.— 1 Tim' iii, 16.—Heb' i, 6 and 8 and 10. 
Rev' i, 8 and 11 and 13 and 17.—Rev' xvii, 14. 


Ads v1, 59,—Gal vi, 18.—Eph' i, 2.—1 Tim' i, 2. 


(44 ] 

But tho' Son of God, he is called alſo e Son 
of Man. Now every human Perſon may proper- 
ly be called Son of Man, eſpecially when ſpoken 
of or to, by a Perſon of a different nature; 
but no one could with propriety call himſelf or 
be called THE Son of Man, unleſs it were a par- 
ticular and extraordinary circumſtance, that he 
ſhould be a Man. When therefore our Lord is 
called THE Son of Man, it implies that he was 
ſo in an extraordinary Manner, that he was a 
ſuperior Being, who became a Son of Man. 
Accordingly this title ſeems to have been un- 
derſtood by the Jews in common uſe to be of 
the ſame * ſignification as Son of God, or the 
| Chriſt. Our Lord therefore is“ very God as 
% well as very Man; equal to the Father, as 
& touching his Godhead, and inferior to the 
+ Father as touching his Manhood.” As God 

| | he 


— — D —_— — 
y 2 * 


— m——_—_—_ 


— 


o Matt' viii, 20.—Matt' xiii, 37 and 41.—Mark vili, 38. — 
Mark ix, 31. —Luke XIX, 10,—Luke xxii, pl 
xlii, 31. 


» Ezech' ii, 1, and frequently elſewhere. 


4 Dan” vii, 13 and 14. —Matt xvi, 27,—Mark xiv, 61 and 
62.—Luke xxi, 27 and 36. —Luke xxii, 69 and 70.— 
Accs vii, 56.—Rev' i, 13, &c. 


7 Athanaſian Creed. 


41 6 


he a ys, I and my Father are one:” as Man 
; he ſays, © * my Father is greater than I.“ 


As Chriſt then is God, it follows that he lived 
in heaven with God his Father from all eternity. 
When therefore we read * that Jeſus Chriſt was 
born at Bethlehem in the reign of Auguſtus 
Czſar, we muſt underſtand, that at that time 
the Son of God came down from heaven, and 
was made “the Man Jeſus. This is called the 
Incarnation of the Son of God (1. e. his being 
made fleſh); and this, together with his living 
in heaven before he came into this world, * is 
clearly aſſerted in various parts of ſacred Scrip- 
ture. 


That our Lord Jeſus Chriſt is God (which 
doctrine is called the Divinity of Chriſt) is a moſt 
important article of Chriſtian Faith; and what 

every 


— 


* 


8 


John x, 30. 


john xiv, 28. 


v Luke ii, 1. 


„ John i, 14.— John xiii, 3.—Galat' iv, 4.—Philip. ii, 7. 
— Heb” 11, 16. Pr. e f 


* John iii, 13 and 31.— John vi, 62.— John viii, 58.— John 
XVI. 27, 28.— John xvii, 5 and 24. 
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every true Chriſtian will conſider as an eſſential 
part of his Belief: But tho' this doctrine is ſo 
ſtrongly expreſſed in the ſeveral Texts of Scrip- 


ture here quoted and in many others; yet Ari— 


ans, Socinians and other Heretics deny it, en- 
deavouring to find ont a diſtant and metaphorical 
ſignification, inſtead of taking words in their 
plain and obvious meaning. To ſuch ſubter- 
fuges are men reduced, when they ſet up their 
own opinions againſt the poſitive words of ſacred 
Scripture. 


Why are you called a Chriſtian ? ? 
What was our Lord's Name ? 


What was the original name in Hebrew, and what 


does it ſigniſy ? 
Why is he called, Jeſus, Son of Joſeph ? 


Why is he called, Jeſus, Son of David? 
Why is he called, Jeſus of Nazareth? 
What is our Lord's moſt uſual Title ? 


What is the fi :gnification of the word Chriſt ? and 
why was he ſo called? 


Why lis he entitled our Saviour! 9 


Why is he entitled King ol the Jews, and King 


of Iſrael ? 
Why 


{1 #7 3 
Why is the Chriſtian Church called in Scripture, 
| Iſrael or the Jews? 
My is he intitled, our Mediator? 
Why is he intitled, the Lamb of God? 
What was our Lord's moſt eminent Title? 
What was meant by Son of God? 


A Son 15 of the ſame nature as ais Father : was 
our Lord therefore wf the ſame Nature, as God 
lis Father 2 


If of the ſame 8 aohat muſt be the _ 


quence © 
Why 7 I o Ford called Son of Man ? 
What then i 1s our Lord's twofold Nature ? 


Tf Chrift then be God, he muſt be eternal ; wha! 
do you underſiand by that ? 


Tf he is eternal, how 15 it that he was born at Beth- 
lehem ? 


The dodrine, that the Son of God was made Man, 
2s called by what name? 


Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt then is God: by what 
name is this doctrine called? 


Are there any who deny this dodtrine? 
How do they do this? 


Do CHAP- 


1 
| 

| 
S 
| 

| 

| 


CHAPTER III. 


Of God the Fatlier, God the Son, and God the 
Holy Ghoſt. | 


T has been ſhewn in the foregoing Chapter, 
that our Lord Jeſus Chriſt is God. We 
read alfo of God his Father, as diſtin from 
himſelf.——— The Holy Ghoſt alſo is repreſented 
as a Being *diltin& from the Father and the Son, 
and ©proceeding from them; He is likewiſe called 
God. Theſe three divine Perſons, the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, united, are the 


One God whom we *©* worſhip; which union of 


three Perſons in One God, is called the Trinity : 


a doc- 


r 


6— 


= Matt' xxv1, 393 and in almoſt every page of the New Teſ- 


tament. 


» Matt” xii, 31 and es xuvili, 19.—Acts xix, 2.— 
2 Cor? xili, 14. 


c Joan xv, 26,—1 Pet' i, 11. 


© Ae v, 3 and 4.—1 Cor? iii; 16; compared with 1 1 Cor? 


vi, 19. 


* Matt' xxvill, 19.—2 Cor' xiii, 14. 
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a doftrine which in our preſent imperfect ſtate 


we can by no means in irely comprehend ; but 
which as being revealed in ſacred Scripture, It 1s 
our duty to receive with reverence. Each of 
theſe three Perſons in the bleſſed Trinity is en- 
gaged to mankind in ſeparate Offices and Rela- 
tions. God the Father 1s the Creator of the 
World, and of all things that are therein. God 
the Son is our Saviour and Redeemer; ſor by 
coming down on Earth and being made * Man, 


and dying for us, he ſaved and redeemed us from 


b the wrath of God, to which, as linners, we were 
liable. Next, by riſing again from the dead, he 


gave us a ſure proof of the reſurrection of our 


own bodies; and afterwards by aſcending into 
heaven, aſſures us of the ſame happineſs under 
his dominion and in his * Society. And now 
that he is aſcended into Heaven, he is related to 

us 
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f Job xi, 7.—1 Cor' xiii, 12. 


John i, 10 and 14. 


John i, 29.—2 Cor' v. 18 and 19.—Galat? iii, 13.— 


Ephes' i, 7.—Ephes' v, 2. 
Acts xxvi, 23.—1 Cor' xv, 14 and 17,wwRev! i, 5. 


* 1Ep' John m, 2. 


2 


us in many important relations. He is our 1 Ad- 
yocate or Interceſſor with God the Father, con- 
tinually interceding for our offences. He flill 
governs and protects the Chriſtian Church, and 
has promiſed ® that he will do ſo till the end of 
the World. Hence he is called Lord and King 
and by other u Titles, expreſſive of Royal Au- 
thority; by which 1s to be underitood (as was 
before ſaid p. 11), that he is the Head e of the 
Chriſtian Church, that he is the ſpiritual Ruler 
Pand Director of the minds of Chriſtians. 
God the Holy Ghoſt is that divine Perſon, who 
formerly inſpired the * Prophets and Apoſtles, 
and who ſtill preſerves and guides * the Church 

1 of 


1 Heb vii, 25.—1 Ep' John ii, 1. 


m Matt* xvi, 18.—Matt' xxviii, 20. 


2 


Matt' xix, 28.—Matt' xx, 21.— Luke i, 32 and 33.— 
Philip' ii, 9 and 10, compared with Iſai' xlv, 23,— 
1 Pet' ili, 22.—Rev' xi, 15.—Rev' xvii, 14. 


Ephes' 1, 23.—Ephes' v, 23,—CoP i, 18. 
John i, 9.—1 Theſe? iii, 11.—2 Theſs' iii, 8. 


* 


Joel ji, 28.—John iii, 5 and 8.— Jobn vii, 39.— Accs i, 
5 and 8.— Acts ii, 4.— Rom' xv, 19.— Titus iii, 5.— 
Rev” 1, 4. : 


i 


John xiv, 2 and 3.— John xvii, 24,—Gal' v, 22. 


ol Chriſt by his Spirit. This is he, whom our 
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Lord calls * the Comforter, and promiſes to ſend 
to his diſciples after his departure. Accordingly 
on the day of Pentecoſt the Holy Ghoſt came on 
tall the Apoſtles and Diſciples, and has ever 
ſince continued the guide of the Chriſtian Church, 
ſanctifying » Chriſt's true diſciples; i. e. inſpir— 
ing them with holy thoughts and diſpoſitions, 
turning them aſide from evil, and bringing them 
to the knowledge of God. 


Ts our Lord Fefus Chriſt the only Perſon men- 
tioned in Scripture, as God? 


Are there then three Gods? 


By what name do you call the three Perſons ti in 
one God? 


What has God the F. ather done for Man 9 
What has God the Son done for Mankind ? 
What does God the Son Lill do for Mankind 2 
Wh y is he called Lord and King 5 

What 


John xiv, 16, 26.—John xv, 26,—]John xvi, 7, &C, 
t Acts ii, 1, 2, 3, 4, Kc. 


* Rom' viii, 14 and 15,—Rom' xv, 16. 


( 22 ) 
Mai does God the Holy Ghoſt do for Man ? 


By what name does our Saviour call God the 
Holy Ghoſt ? 


CHAPTER IV. 


Of Baptiſm. 
W E have the greateſt reaſon to give thanks 

to Almighty God, that he has called us to 
the knowledge and faith of his Son Jeſus Chriſt; 
3. c. that we are Chriſtians or Believers in Chriſt. 
This Title we received at our Baptiſm ; for when 
we were baptized, we were then made Chriſti- 
ans or Chriſtened, that is, admitted members of 
the Chriſtian Church. This Ceremony is uſu- 
ally performed in our infancy; and ſince by it 
the perſon baptized is received into“ the Church, 
the Church 1s certainly the place where it ought 
to be performed in the fight of the Congrega- 
tion; and it becomes every Parent (if poſſible) 


1 , * Wr 9 > WWW = 


» Gal? iii, 26 and 27. 
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( 23 ) 
to bring his child there for that purpoſe. Tlie 
Miniſter ſprinkles the infant with water, pro- 
nouncing at the ſame time the baptiſmal words 
ordained by our Lord, I baptife thee in the name 
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt. 
Alter this in remembrance of the crucifixion of 
our Lord, the Miniſter ſigns the infant with the 
ſign of the Croſs, and receives it into the Church 
with the following words: © We receive this Child, 
c. This practice of ſigning with a Croſs, tho' 
not appointed by Sacred N Scripture, is certainly 
not contradittory to it; and being a very ſignifi- 
cant cuſtom, and a cuſtom of the firſt Antiquity, 
is very properly continued among us. From that 
time we are conſidered as Chriſtians: but ſince 
in our infancy we are as yet incapable of be- 
lieving in Chriſt, our Church has ordained, that 

every infant to be baptized ſhall be attended by 
Godfathers and Godmothers (frequently called 
Sureties, and Sponſors, that is, Promiſers) who 
in the name of the Child make a profeſſion of the 


Chri- 


> Matt? xxviii, 19. 


dee the Form of Baptiſm, 
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| Chriſtian faith, and promiſe that he ſhall be bred 


up in the ſame. 


The moſt material part of Baptiſm 1s the uſe 
of Water, wherein the Perſon is baptized in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghoſt ; for by this is ſignified, that our ſouls 
are cleanſed from Sin by Faith in Chriſt, as our 


bodies are cleanſed by the water of Baptiſm : 


and altho' it is not to be ſuppoſed that an Infant 


can have committed any actual Sin, yet we arc 


all born with a diſpoſition to Sin, which in Scrip- 
ture is frequently called Sin, and which it is the 
intention of Baptiſm to waſh away. Baptiſm is 
therefore one of thoſe religious Rites, which 
are called Sacraments. A Sacrament is an out- 
ward Ceremony, uſed as a Sign of ſomething in- 
wardly meant. Chriſt ordained two Sacraments 
in his Church, Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper. 


In Baptiſm, the outward Ceremony is cleanſing 


the body with Water: the thing inwardly meant, 
is the ſpiritual Baptiſm of the Holy Gholt, * the 
cleanſing of the mind from Sin. 


* 


3 John i, i, 33.— Acts i, 5.— Ads i ii, 38. —AQs xix, 5 and 6. 


Acts xxii, 10,-Heb' x, 22. 


1 


Baptiſm has always from the beginning of Chriſ- 
tianity been conſidered as a moſt * important 
ceremony of our Religion, and has been uni- 
verſally prattiſed ſince the firſt eſtabliſhment of 
Chriſtianity by all Chriſtians, excepting one Sect, 
of very late years and ſmall numbers, who here- 
in act contrary to many poſitive Texts of Scrip- 
ture. 


There are ſome differences of but little conſe- 
quence among Chriſtians of different perſuaſions 
in their manner of adminiſtering Baptiſm. The 


moſt ancient form appears to have been that of 


dipping the whole body under water: this is the 
only form admitted by thoſe Chriſtians, who are 
called Baptiſts. The Church of Englands allows 


this form; but the uſual practice is, only to ſprin- 


kle water on the Perſon to be baptiſed. Again, 
the ſame Baptiſts do not adminiſter Baptiſm to 
Infants, but only to perſons who are of mature 
Age: whereas other Chriſtians think that there 

D are 


f John! iii, 5 Ads i 1, 41.—AQs viii, 16 and ba aa. * 
47.—Acts xvi, 33. 


See the Rubric of Baptiſm in the Common- Prayer. 


(26) 


arc ſcveral Texts of Scripture, which authoriſe 


inlant-baptiſin: and fince our Lord ordered his 


Diſciples to baptiſe * all nations, making no par- 
ticular objection to the baptiſm of children, and 
ſince we arc ſure that the early Chriſtians prac- 
tiled it, we think we e have ſuflicient reaſon for 
doing the fame; but we do not blame the prac- 
tice of thoſe who think otherwiſe. 


You call yourſ if a Clriſtion; what is a CH. 


tian "ef 
When were you firſt made a Cliriſlian? 
17 hat is the meaning of {he word Chriftened ? 


Why us the Church the moſe proper place for 
Zap tn? 


What is dons to infants when they are baptiſed ? 


And what words does the German uſe on this 
occaſion? 


After the ſpr nkling what is done? 


Why ſegned with a C rofs 9 


Matt” xxvili, 19. 
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You were too young at that lime to believe tn 
Chriſt : how then were you a Chriſtian ? 

By what other Name are Godfathers and Godmo- 
thers called 2 , 

You ſay you were ſprinkled with water at your 
Baptiſm © what is the meaning of that ? | 


Could an Infant nabe commilicd Sin? 


Baptiſm is called a Sacrament: wal do you 
mean by this word Sacrament ? 


How many Sacraments hath Chriſt ordain'd, aud 
what ? Sn Pi 


In Baptiſm what is the outward Ceremony? 
What is the.thing inwardly meant ? 

Is Sprinkling the only form of Baptiſm ? 
What fe of Chriſtians practice Dipping ? 
Do all Chriſtians ractiſe Infant-Baptiſm ? 
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CHAPTER V. 
On Confirmation. | 


VR Church has ordained that when young 
# Perſons arrive at ſuch an Age, as to be able 
to underſtand the doctrines of our holy Faith, 


they ſhall be brought to the Biſhop to be con- 
firmed. By this Ceremony the perſon to be con- 
firmed takes upon himſelf thoſe Duties which his 


Godfathers and Godmothers undertook for him, 
when by reaſon of his tender age he was unable 
to undertake them for himſelf. He does hereby 
before God and the Church make a ſolemn pro- 
feſſion of the Chriſtian Faith, and the Biſhop 
laying his hands on him recommends him to the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit. 


This Ceremony 1s of Apoſtolical * Authority ; 


and as it ſeems to have been performed by the 


Apoltles 


77 — 


Adds viii, 17.— Acts xix, 6f. 
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Apoſtles only, it is properly intruſted to the Bi- 


ſhops, who are the Succeſſors of the Apoſtles in 


the Government of the Church. And it very 


much behoves thoſe who preſent themſelves for 
Confirmation to conlider ſeriouſly the great im- 
portance of their Chriſtian calling, and to re- 


ſolve to att worthily of it; and as they are now 


arrived at years of maturity, to take every means 
of improving themſelves in Chriſtian knowledge. 
Confirmation, it thus received, is a Ceremony 
of importance: for altho' no outward ceremony 
will have any good effect on a careleſs and un- 


thinking mind, yet by a ſerious perſon, this and 


evcry other religious ceremony of divine ap- 


pointment or permiſhon will be uſed | as a mean 
of ſpiritual 1 AVER. 


When is it ordained, that a Perſon ſhould be 
brought to the Biſhop to be confirmed? 


Mat does he undertake at that time ?, 


What is then the Biſhop's Office 2 


Who appointed and performed tis Office in the 
earlieſt Times? 


Why is it now intruſted to the Biſhops alone? 


al 


(- $03 


What is the duty of thoſe who come to be con- 
firmed 2 


What uſe will a ſerious man make of outward 
Ceremonies ? 


CHAPTER VI. 


On ihe Lord's Suppcr, 


H E other Sacrament of the Church is the 
Ceremony of the Lord's Supper. The laſt 
Time our Lord fat at Table with his diſciples, 
he ä inſtituted this Feaſt, and bade them frequent- 
ly celebrate 1t in remembrance of his death. In 
it we eat bread and drink wine together in me— 
mory of the body and blood of Chrilt, who ſul- 
lered death for the redemption of mankind. The 
Bread 1s the Emblem or 1 ol the b Body of 
Chriſt; 


2 Matt? xxvi, 26, &c.— Mark xiv, 22, &c.—Luke Xx, 19 
and 20,1 Cor? xi, 23, &. 


Þ John vi, 33 and 35, 50 and 51. 
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Chriſt; and the Wine 1s the Emblem or Type 


©of his Blood: ſo that the cating and drinking 


of theſe Emblems is called by the Apollle Paul 
@ he Communion (that is, the fellowſhip, the par- 
taking) of the body and blood of Chriſt. Such be- 


ing the ſerious nature of this Sacrament, it be- 


comes us to bring our minds to a ſerious and 


religious diſpoſitiva, when we would partake of 


it: ſor the Apoſtle Paul *declares, that many 
F.vils temporal and ſpiritual ariſe from an un- 
worthy receiving of this Sacrament. 


Our Lord himſelf has declared * the impor— 
tance of this ceremony to Salvation; it is to be 
preſumed therefore that every Chriſtian will by 
frequent Communion renew in his mind the re- 
membrance of the death and ſufferings of his 
Lord and Saviour, And that we may do this 
with a proper diſpoſition of mind, it is our duty 
before we approach the Lord's Table to make 
Our peace with Goc and Man, by an humble con- 


feſſion | 


. 5 Pl d 
1 Cor' xi, 27 and 29. 


2 


Cor x; 16; 


e 1 Cor? xi, 29 and zo. 
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feſſion of our Sins, by ſincere Repentance, and 

reſolutions of amendment, and by being to the 

utmoſt of our power in love and charity with 

all mankind. If we thus partake of the Bread 

and Wine, we ſhall likewiſe ſpiritually partake 

of the Body and Blood of Chriſt, and of the be- 
nelits which they have procured for Mankind. 


What is a Sacrament ; how many are there, and 
what are they £ 

When was the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper 
ordained ; and why ? 5 
The Bread is an Emolem of what 2 | ; 
The Wine of what ? 5 
t does the A poſile Paul call this Ceremony? 


What is the meaning of the word Communion ? 
In what diſpoſition of mind ought we to receive 
e Holy Communion 2 


What does Saint Paul ſay are the conſequences of 


receiving the fame unworthy ? 
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What Authority have we for the importance of this 
dodrimne®? 

What is our duty to do, before we partake of the 
Holy Communaon ? 
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Gen i, | 31.—Gem 11, 8 and 9, 


CHAPTER VI. 


On the Condition of Man. 


HEN God firſt created Man, he created 
him good and happy. But we know from 
our own obſervation and from the hiſtory of for- 


mer Ages, that Mankind is not, nor ever has 


been in this good and happy ſtate. We Know 
that all manner of crimes are pratticed among 
men, that great wickedneſs prevails in the beſt 
nations, and that even the bet men are in ſome 
degree diſpoſed to Evil. This unhappy change 
in our ſituation from what our Creator firit in— 


tended, aroſe from the diſobedience of Adam, 


the firſt Man, and the Father of all Men. God 
had placed him in Paradiſe in the happieſt fitua- 


tion poſſible: but yielding to the temptation of 
the Devil, he diſobeyed » the commands of his 
FORT and by ſo doing fe!! from that ſtate of 


E bp 


— 
* 


» Gen' iti, 6. 


94 


happineſs, in which he had been placed, and was 
expelled from Paradiſe. The Fall of Adam con- 
filted chiefly in theſe three changes from his for- 
mer late. He became mortal, i. e. © liable to 
death, as God had forewarned him; whereas he 
was probably created and intended to be immor- 
tal as the Angels. Moreover, he was ſubjected 
to the neceſſity of *Jabouring for his ſubliſtence, 
whereas otherwiſe the Earth might have pro- 
duced food of it's own accord. Laſtly, having 
once ſinned he became ever after liable to Sin. 
Now as the Poſterity of every Creature 1s ne- 
ccilarily of the ſame kind as itſelf, we and all 
mankind being deſcended from Adam have in- 
herited the ſame diſpoſition to Sin which Adam 
had, and are ſubjett to labour, diſcaſe, death, 
and all the other evils, which were the conle- 
quences of Adam's tranſgreſſion; particularly 
we are for ever liable to Sin, as he was. This 
natural diſpoſition to Sin, which every Man in- 


herits 


2 ——_—_ . . 


© Ger ii, 17,—Gew? iii, 19.—Rom' v, 12.—Rom' vi, 23. 
- — 1 Cor' xv, 22, | wy 
« Gen” iii, 17, 18 and 19. 


e Gen' viii, 21.— Job xv, 14, 15 and 16.—Pſalm cxliii, 2. 
—Rom' 111, 9, &c. - Rom' v, 12 and 19.—GaP iii, 22, 
Gal'v, 17.— James iii, 2.— 1 John i, 8, and 10. 
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herits from Adam his Forefather, is called O7. 
ginal Sin; and this Original Sin, producing thoſe 
actual Sins which in conſequence thereof eyery 


Man mult have committed, ſubjetts Mankind to 


the wrath of God. For God is fof purer Eyes 
than to behold iniquity; and he hath declared 
that Sin cannot s enter into the Kingdom of THea- 
ven. All Mankind therefore having been fin- 
ners would have been excluded from the king- 
dom of hcaven, if God had not merciſully pro 


vided a method, whereby his Juſtice might be 


ſatisfied, and Mankind *might be re-inflated in 


his favour. The Son of God, the ſecond Per- 
ſon in the Bleſſed Trinity, leaving e glory which 


he had with the Father before the world was, came 
down * from Heaven, and condeſcended to be 
made a Man. Here he appeared in all reſpetts 
like other men, and was ſubject "to all our infir- 


E 2 mitles: 


Habak' 1, 13. 

© 1 Cor' vi, 9, 10. 

» Luke i, 68. —Ept i, 3, &c.—2 Tim' i, nk i. 2 
i John xvii, 5. 


* John vi, 33, 38 and 1 XV1, 28. —Jchn Xvil, 8 85 
1 Cor xv," 47. 

! Matth? iv, 2.—Matth' viii, 24.—Mattn” ix, 36.— Mork 
i, 41.— Luke ii, 52.— John iv, 6.— John x, 35. — John 
xi, 33. —KHeb' ü, 14, Kc. 
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mities: he was beſides tempted ” as other men 
are tempted, and even more ; but unlike all other 
men, he never “committed Sin. During the 
whole time of his Miniſtry he was continually en— 
gaged in doing good, and in teaching the doc— 
trines of our holy religion, as he received them 
from God his Father; and laſt of all, for our 
ſakes he ſubmitted to a painful and ignominious 
death. Thus Man's Redemption was » brought 
about by him; the Sins of all Mankind were 
thrown upon him alone; he made * Atonement 
for us by paying our penalty: / his Stripes we 
are healed. For God the Father has accepted 
the Puniſhment undeſervedly inflicted on his Son 
our Saviour, inſtead of that puniſhment, which 
might otherwiſe have been inflicted on us, and 
has accepted * his merits inſtead of ours; and his 


Juſtice 


—— 


—_— 


„ Matth' iv, 1,—Heb ii, 18. 


» Heb! iv, 15.—1 Pet ii, 22.—1 John iii, 5. 


Matth' iv, 23— John xii, 49 and 50. 


*» 


John i, 29.— John iii, 17.— John x, 51 and 52,—Rom' 
lit, 23 and 24.—Galat' i, 4. | 


a 


Ifai? lin, 4, 5, 6.—Rom' iii, 25.—Heb' ix, 29.—1 Per” 
iii, 18.—1 John ii, 2. 


n 


Rom' v, 11.— Tit' iii, 5. — Heb' ii, 9. 


5 


juſtice being ſatisfied, he was reconciled to 
Mankind, and has admitted us again * to the hope 
and proſpett of cverlaſting happineſs. So much 
cauſe have we, in the words of our Liturgy, to 
thank God above all for his ineſtimable love in the 
redemption of the world by our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 


This Advent of our Lord on Earth, being 
mercifully deſigned for our Redemption, muſt 


be conſidered as by far the moſt intereſting Event 
to Mankind, which has ever happened ſince the 


foundation of the world. No wonder then that 


God graciouſly revealed it “to Adam immedi- 


ately after his Fall; to Abraham, to Jacob, to 
Moſes, and to almoſt * all the ancient Patriarchs 
and Prophets. Many of the Ceremonies of the 
Jewiſh Religion, particularly their Sacrifices, 
were intended “ as types of a Meſhah who was 


ta 


* 
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* 


t Rom' v, 18.—2 Cor' v, 18, &c. —Eph' ii, _ 17, 18.— 


Col' 1 20.— Heb? ix, 12.— Heb' x, 10. 
»Gen' xxii, 18.—John i, 29.— Acts iv, 12.—Heb' v, 9. 


Gen' iii, 15. 


* Gen' xii, 3.—Gen” xxi1, 18 —-Gen' xxviii, 14. —Num? 
xxiv, 17.—Deut' xvill, 15.——Iſai' ji, 2, 3 and 4. — 
Iſai” vii, 14.— John v, 46 and 47.— John viii, 56.— Adds 
i n, 28; 23, 246 


„ Mair v, 17,—John xix, 36,—Gal iii, 24.—Heb' x, 1. 
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to come; the ancient Prophets and holy Men 
looked forward * by faith to that ſame Redeemer, 
who is the object of our Faith alſo; and about 
the time in which our Lord did really come on 
earth, there was among the Jews a general ex- 
pettation * of the Chriſt, and among the Heathen 


allo, of the birth of ſome divine Perſonage. 


Tn what condition did God originally create Man? 


Did mankind continue in that ſtate ? are they in 
that ſlate nos? 


What was the cauſe of this fad change ? 

What was the conſequence of Adam's diſobedience ? 

In what did the Fall of Adam conſiſt ? 

Are we at all affected by the fall of Adam? and 
how ? 


Whence does it ariſe, that we have the fame diſpo- 
futions as Adam 2 


What ts this diſpoſition to Sin called? 
Why 


——_— 
„ 8 


z Heb' xi, 26. 


* Matth* ii, 4, 5. „ il, 25, 26, 38. —Toke vii, 19, 20. 
John iv, 25, 


d Matt ji, 1, 2.—8ee Virgil's CER 1 - and Biſhop 


Lowth's Obſervations upon it, in Lecture XXI. 


44 
Why is Mankind ſubject to the wrath of God ? 


By what means was Mankind re-inſtated in the 
favour of God? 
Did the Son of God appear when on Earth like 
other Men ? 


How was he employed during his abode on Earth? 


What was the laſt and moſt important Ad, that 
he performed for the benefit of Mankind ? 


Tow are we benefitted by the death of Chiriſt? 
Chriſt having thus borne our puniſhment inſtead 
of us, what is our preſent condition? 


Was the coming of our Lord revealed and to 
whom? 


How were the Jews reminded of the Mefi ah, who 
was to come? 


Was there any 3 of the Chrift, at the 


time our Saviour was born? 
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CHAPTER VIII. 


On the Means of Salvation. 


UR Lord Teſus Chriſt having thus accom- 


pliſhed (as far as in him lay) the work of 
our Salvation, it becomes us to enquire, what 
we are to do, in order to obtain the benefits, 
which by his life and death he has made attaina- 
ble by us. | 


We are aſſured from Scripture « that this our 
Duty conſiſts of two parts, Faith and Good- 
works. 5 


When the affrighted Jailor aſked of Paul and 
Silas, * What muſt I do to be ſaved? the anſwer 
was Believe on the Lord Feſus, and thou ſhalt be 
ſaved. Therefore Faith, that is, the Belief in 
Chriſt is the condition of our Salvation, and we 

are 


n Fa p 
4 e r - - . 


* Mark i, 15. — Acts xx, 20 and 21. 


b Acts xvi, zo. 


5 


are aſſured of this from < numberleſs Paſſages of 


ſacred Scripture: Now by Falth 1s meant, a Be- 
lief that Jeſus is the Chriſt or Meſſiah, the Son 
of God; and more generally it means a Belief in 
all the dottrines of Chriſt. From Faith neceſ- 
farily ariſes * Repentance, that is, a ſerious and 
humble ſorrow for our former offences, and a 
reſolution to put away whatever ſinful habits and 


diſpoſitions we may have, and by the Grace of 


God to lead *a new life. Without which new- 
neſs of life we cannot f enter into the, kingdom 


of God. 


But Faith alone is not ſufficient ſor our Salva- 
tion, unleſs our Faith produces Good-works, 
that is, s a good and religious life. Now the 

Rn. Z Rules 
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Mark xvi, 16.— John 11, 18 and 36.— John vi, 4. John 
Xvii, 3.— Acts x, 43.—Rom' v, 1.—Gal' ii, 16. 


Mark 11, 17.— Mark vi, 12. x ks x111, 3 and 5,—Luke 
xv, 7.— Luke xxiv, * 11, I —AQS xx, 21.— 
Acts xxvi, 20. 


e Ads xi, 18. —AQs xx, 21,—Rom' vi, 11.—Eph' ir, 21 
to 24. 


4 John iii, 3,—2 Cor? v, 17. 


s Matth' iii, 8, 9, and 10. —Matth vii, 21, &c. lake iii, 
8.—-Luke vi, 46, &c.—-Luke xiii, 7. —John xv, 2; 
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Acts xxvi, 20.—Philip” iv, 8. —James 1 1, 24 and 26 aad 
the whole chapter. | 
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Rules of a good and religious life are contained 
principally in the ten Commandments, which are 
to be found in the 20th chapter of Exodus, and 
again in the 5th chapter of Deuteronomy. Theſe 
ten Commandments, which are ſometimes called 

the Decalogue were vritten by God himſelf on 
two Tables of Stone and given to Mofes, to bc 
by him delivered to the Iſraelites, and from thein 
to all mankind. The firſt Table conſiſts of four 
Commandments, and contains oar duty to God. 
The ſecond Table has ſix Commandments, and 
contains our duty to our Neighbour. The ſhort 
and excellent“ form in which our Lord has com- 
prehended the ſubſtance of both Tables ought 
never to be abſent from our Memory. 


The firſt Commandment teaches us the Unity 

of the Godhead, that is, that there is but one 
God. The ſecond Commandment forbids Idola- 
try, that is, the worſhip of Images. The third 

denounces God's judgments againſt falſe and pro- 
fane ſwearers. The ſourth commands the relig1- 
ous obſervance of the Sabbath-day. Here ends 
the firſt Table. In the ſecond Table the fifth 
Com- 


» Matth” xxii, 57 to 40.— Mark xii, 30 and 31.—Luke x, 27, 
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Commandment orders us to honour our Parents. 
The ſixth, not to commit Murder. The ſeventh, 
not tö commit Adultery, The eighth, not to 


Steal. The ninth, not to ſpeak what is falſe 


concerning our Neighbour, The tenth, not even 

to wiſh to deprive another man of his Property 

or his Advantages, but to be contented with our 
OWN. 


Beſide the ten Commandments, there are many 


other Rules for a good and religious life to be 


found in Scripture, and ſome of the ten Com- 
mandments are confirmed and enlarged upon. 
Thus Prayer is repreſented * as one of our prin- 


cipal duties: it is ſaid to he *of great efficacy 


with God, and God is ſaid on many occaſions to 
have been turned by the prayers of good Men. 
Almoſt all the holy Men mentioned in Scripture 
are repreſented as * praying earneſtly to God: 
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5 Matth* vi, 6.—Matth' x xxvi, 41.— Mark xiv, 38.—Philip- 
| iv, 6.—Coloſs' Iv, 2,—1 Theſs' v, 17, —1 Tim' ji, 
I and 8. 


+ Matth' vii, 7, &c,—Luke | xi, 9, &c,—Rom? XV, 30.— 
James v, 16. 


t Gen? xviii, 23. gc. — lat xxxviii, 1 and 5. 


„» Luke ii, 37.,—AQs x, 2 and 9.—1 Kings viii, 22, 23.— 
Day vi, 10. 
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and our Lord himſelf gave his Diſciples the 


Example, and taught them how to pray by com- 
municating to them that form which is called 
the Lord's Prayer. This Form of Prayer merits 
a particular explanation. The firſt Petition Hal- 
lowed be thy Name means may the Name of God, 
[that is, God himſelf] be reverenced and conſidered 
as ſacred among Men, —Thy kingdom come means 
may the ſpiritual influence of God over the minds of 
men univerſally prevail. —Th ' will be done on Earth 
as ut is in Heaven; that is, may Men prattice holt- 
nfs here on Earth, as Angels do in Heaven. —Gue 
11s this day our daily bread ; that is, give us daily 


fuch things as are neceſſary for our daily ſubſiſt- 


ence: and forgive us our treſpaſſes as we forgive 
ihem that treſpaſs againſt us, that is, forgive us 
our fins in the ſame manner as we forgive thoſe who 
offend us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
irs from evil ; that is, ſuffer us not to be tempted to 
Sin, but deliver us from it. Then follows what 


18 called the Doxology, for thine is the Kingdom, the 


Power, and the Glory for ever and ever ; that is, 
. 
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2 Matrh? xxvi, 9. 42 and 44.—-Mark xiv, 35 —Lake vi, 
12.—Luke xxii, 14. 


. Matth' vi, 9. —Luke xi, 3. 
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we know that thou art able to grant theſe petitions, 
b-cauſe the government of the whole world is thine 


from everlaſting. Amen ; that is, ſo be it, may it 
| be fo. This Form of Prayer ſo excellent in itſelf 
and recommended by the divine authority of him 


who compoſed it, our Church has wiſely adopted, 


and frequently uſes in its public ſervice : yet it 
is not to be ſuppoſed that this ſhort Praycr alone 
can be ſufficient for our uſe on all the various 
occaſions of life, or the different diſpoſitions of 
the mind at all times. A greater variety is una- 
voidable; and for this purpoſe many Forms of 


Prayer may eaſily be procured ; and when a Per- 


ſon is ſeriouſly perſuaded of the neceſſity of ap- 
plying to his Maker on all occaſions, he cannot 
long be at a loſs for ſuitable exprefſions. But 


whether we uſe our own words or the words of 
another, it is of material conſequence that we 


ſhould be regular in this duty; and though we 
have received no poſitive command reſpecting 
the time of performing 1t, yet at leaſt we are 
bound to ſuffer neither ? the morning nor the 
evening to pals without Prayer. 


Beſides 


6 


— CC 


» 1 Chr' xxiii, 30.—Pſalm v, 2.—Pſalm lix, (6,—Plalm 
| Ixxxviii, 13. —Pſalm exli, 2. 
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Beſides this great duty of Prayer in genera], 
we are required to make a public profeſſion of our 
faith, to aſſemble together for the * public worſhip 
of God. It 1s required by the Law of Moſes, 
and was carefully prattiſed by all good men a- 
mong the Jews. Our Saviour himſelf took eve- 
ry opportunity of * ſrequenting the Temple and 
the Synagogues, and the ſame duty was pradiced 
and commanded by his * Apoſtles. Let not us 
therefore be wanting in this duty; let us take 
every opportunity of attending the public wor- 
ſhip of the Church, and let nothing but unavoid. 
able neceſſity detain us from it. 


Univerſal Benevolence, that is, Love and 
Good-will towards all mankind (called in ſome 
parts of Scripture * Charity,) 1s perhaps the moſt 

im- 


. 


p * wt. dd ——_ _—_—_— * * * . 
* *** . A I 


a Matth' xviii, 19 and 20.— Acts xx, 7.— Hebr' x, 25. 
Mark i i, 21,—Mark vi, 2.—Luke i iv, 15 and 16. 
7 Acts xvil, 2. 


© 1 Cor? xiii, 1, 2, 3, 4, & c. The word Charity in this ſenſe 
is ſcarcely to be found any where but in the Epiſtles of 
our preſent Tranſlation. Moſt of the old Tranllations, 
and our own in other places, call it Love. 


* 
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important of all our duties. It is the very 
foundation of all the ſocial Virtues, and there- 
fore no duty is ſo much inſiſted upon by our 
Saviour and his Apoſttes as this, who enjoin us 
to practice it towards all men of whatever Na- 
tion, Religion, or Diſpoſition they may happen 
to be; for we are all the children of one com- 
mon * Parent, and have all equally need of his 
; Wan e and forgiveneſs; ” be not therefore high- 
minded but fear. We are moreover required to 
extend our love even to our Enemies; that is, 
to love thoſe that hate us, to pray for them, to 
return them Good for Evil, and to forgive them 


whatever offences they may have committed a- 


gainſt us, even as we hope to receive for- 
giveneſs of our offences from God. 


* 3 * 


L 
— —_ 


4 Matth” xxv, 34 to 40.—Luke xvii, 3 and 4. — John xiii, 34. 


— John xv, 12, 13.—Rom' xii, 10.—Rom' xiii, 8, 9 


10.—Gal' v. 13, 14, 15. 
IV, 11. 


Eph” 1 Iv, 31, 32.— Jan 


Luke x, zo, &c. 
Acts x, 34 and e ll, 11. 


Y Rom? xi, 20. 


» Matth' v, 44.—Luke vi, 27.—Luke xxili, 34. —Rom' xli, 
14. 17, 20,—1 Theſs? v, 15. 


* Matth' vi, 14.—Matt' xviii, zz, &c.— Mark xi, 25, 26, 
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To be charitable to the Poor, as far as we 
are able, is one of the firſt duties of a Chrillian : 
various Texts of Scripture teach us to relieve the 


neceſſities of our Fellow-creatures, ® when it lies 


in our power, and to avoid the Sin of Cove- 
touſneſs. 


Humility is a ſubject of very frequent admo- 
nition in the ſacred Scripture, and its oppoſite, 
Pride, is pointed out as one of the moſt odious 
vices of the human mind. Humility is required 
both towards God and towards © Man. To- 
ward God we have the moſt abundant reaſon to 
humble ourſelves, as being his creatures infi- 
nitely inferior to him, and dependant on him for 
all we have: and this ſame ſpirit, if really and 
fincerely fixed in the mind, cannot fail of being 
trans- 


EF - 8: 
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d Matt? vi, 19.—Matth' xix, 21.— Mark x, 23 and 24.— 
Luke xii, 15.— Acts xx, 33, 34, 35.—1 Tim' vi, 10, 
17, 18, 19.— 1 John iii, 17. | 
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Matt' v, 3.— Acts xx, 19.—1 Pet' v, 6.— Jam' iv, 10. 


* Matt” xxiii, 12.— John x111, 13 to 17.— Rom' xii, 3 and 
16.—Philip' ii, 3.—1 Pet' v, 5.—1 Tim' vi, 17, 


Pſalm xii, 3.—Prov' xv, 25.—Ifai' xiti, 11.—“ſai' ii, 17. 


2 Chron” vii, 14.—2 Chron' xxxiv, 27.—lIſai' Ivii, 15.— 
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transferred to our manners, and will teach us to 


be humble and unaſſuming in our condutt to- 
wards other men. 


Nothing can be more contrary to the mild and 
gentle ſpirit of Chriſtianity, than a cruel diſpo— 
ſition, which can bear to give pain or trouble 
to another. We are required to be meek, gen- 
tle, and compaſſionate; and this not only to 
thoſe of our own kind, but alſo to the * brute 

creatures placed under our domi nion; for God 
* regardeth them alſo, 


All the Precepts of the Goſpel tend to pro- 
mote Love and Peace among mankind ; among 
other evil paſſions Anger is therefore forbid- 
den, or at leaſt we are required to * keep it 
within ſtrict bounds. 


G There 
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Matth' v, 5 and 7. Matt' xviil, 32, 33. e iii, 12. 


13, 14.—2 Tiny ii, 24. 25. ,— Tit iii, 2.—1 Pet? iii, 


8, 9.—1 John 11}, 17. 
E Prov? xii, 10, 
n Deut' xxv, 4.— Jonah iv, 11.—Matt' x, leb xii, 6. 
i Matth' v, 22;—Rom! xii, 19.—Eph' iv, 31,—James i, 19, 
* Eph' iv, 26 
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There is no Vice more hateful, and more 
dangerous to Socicty than Lying ; for if it were 
generally practiced, mankind would ſoon become 
little better than wild Beaſts; every one would 
ſuſpect his Neighbour as his Enemy, and treat 
him as ſuch. This Vice then being ſo particu- 
larly odious and offenſive to Society, no wonder 
that the ſacred Scriptures expreſs the utmoſt ab- 
horrence !'of it: Truth is one of the principal 


» Attributes of the Almighty, and he will cer- 


tainly puniſh thoſe who depart from it. 


In other reſpects alſo we are commanded to be 
cautious of our * words; and particularly to 
avoid » Common-ſwearing, ? idle and indecent 
Converſation, 4 Slander and the like: Vices of- 
fenſive to God and injurious to Society. 

T1 
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l Pſalm ci, Mn viii, 44.—Acds v. 3. —Eph' iv, 25. — 
CoP i ili, 9—1 Tim' iv, 1, 2.—Rev' xxi, 27. 


m Deut' xxx11, 4.—lſai' 25, 1.—Dan' iv, 37.— John xv, 26. 
E —fohn xvi, 13. 


Pſalm cxli, 3.—Prov” *, 19. —Matth” xii, 36 and 37. — 
James 1 i, 19 and 26. 


- 


Matth' v, 34 and 37,—James 5 12, 


* 


Col iii, 8.—Eph' v, 4. 


Plalm ei, 5.—Prov' x, 18.— James iv, 11. 


| 
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It would be endleſs to mention all the Texts 
of Scripture which enjoin * Temperance, Sober- 
neſs, and Chaſtity. They are eſſential to the 
character of a Chriſtian; and the wrath of God 
is frequently denounced againlt the oppoſite 
V ices. 


Now all theſe Chriſtian Virtues and their oppo- 
lite Vices * proceed in a great meaſure cither from 
a worldly or a heavenly diſpoſition of mind. 


He, whole thoughts and purſuits are wholly after 


the pleaſures, riches and honours of this world, 


will practice virtue only fo far as ſuits his wordly 


purpoſes, and cannot have a deep and inward 


abhorrence of common Vices. On the other 
hand, he whoſe thoughts and affections are fre- 


quently and habitually turned towards heaven- 
ly things, without effort practices the virtues of 
the Goſpel, becauſe all his actions are neceſſarily 

G 2 re- 
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—— 


f Lev” xx, 10,—Matt' v, 28.—Gal v, 19, 21.—Eph' v, 3, 
4, 5.—1 Theſs' v, 8.—2 Tim' ii, 22.—Tit' ii, 2,3, 4, 
5, 6, 11, 12.—1 Pet i, 13, 14, 15.—1 Pet ii, 11, 12. 
—1 Pet' v, 8,—2 Pet' i, 6. | 


* Matth xii, 34, 35.—Matth' xv, 18, 19.—Mark iv, 79. 
— Mark vii, 21, 22, 23.—Luke vi, 45,—Rom' viii, 5, 6. 
—Rom' xii, 2.—Colos' iii, 1, 2,—Jamesiv, 4.— 1 John 
ji, 15, 16, 17. | ; 
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regulated by the ſpiritual diſpoſition of his mind. 
We ought therefore by all means to cultivate 
this heavenly or ſpiritual diſpoſition of mind, as 
being in ſome degree the foundation of all Re- 


ligion; and to avoid that worldly ſpirit which 


cannot but render us inattentive to the concerns 
of our eternal Salvation. 


Laſtly, Submiſſion and Obedience to the Go- 
vernment of the country in which we live is one 
of our molt important duties. The Holy Scrip- 
ture (being chiefly written at a time when Kingly 
Government was eſtabliſhed) abounds with paſſages 
in which Reſpett and Obedience to Kings and 
Magiltrates under them iss ordered; not merely 
for ſear of puniſhment, but alſo for » Conſcience. 
ſake. And the Scriptures, we may be ſure, in- 
tended that this Obedience ſhould be extended 
to all Magiſtrates and to every Government un- 


der which we live, by whatever name it may be 


called; for we are told that“ Government is of 
God's 
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God's Appointment. Reſiſtance therefore to 


Government is an oppoſition to God's Appoint— 


ment; and tho' deſperate cales may ſometimes 
ariſe in which * reſiſtance may be juſtified (even 
as Dilobedience to Parents or the breaking of 
an Agreement may fometimes be lawful and ne- 
ceſſary) yet a good and conſcientious man will, 
both from motives of Religion and for the ſake 
of the peace and happineſs of mankind, be cau- 


tious to the greatelt degree how he recommends _ 


ſo dangerous a doctrine. 


In what two points does the duty of Man conſiſt ? 


What is Faith ? 
What is the conſequence of Faith? 
What do you mean by Good-works ? 


Where are the Rules for a good and regions ife 
| principally contained? 


By what name are theſe Ten Commandments cal- 
led, and where are they to be found ? 


Who wrote and who publiſhed the Decalogue ? 


How 
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How is the Decalogue divided ? 
What is the Subject of the firſt Table ? 
What is the Subject of the ſecond Table & 


In what words does our Lord comprehend the Sub- 
Jett of both Tables ? 


Repeat the firſt Commandment ? What does it - 
nify? and ſo of the reſt. 


Are there no other Crd arts mentioned in 
Scripture, beſides thoſe in the Decalogue ? 


What reaſons have we for the u uſe of Prayer? 


What form of Prayer did our Lord, teach his 
Diſciples ? 


What is the meaning of Hallowed be thy Name? 
&c. &c. &c. 


There is another duty nearly related to that of 
Prayer ? 


What reaſons have we in Seripture for the wufe of 
Public worſhip ? 


What do you under tand by the word Charity i in 
Scripture! ? | 


By what Texts of Seripture' is it recommended 5 
Whom 
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Whom are we ordered to love? 
How are we to ſhew our love towards Men? 
What is our Duty towards the Poor? 


Humility i is required of us, and i. in a twofold man- 
ner? how? 


What Texts of Scripture forbid Pride ? 


What Texts of Scripture enjoin Humility towards 
God ? what towards Men ? 


What Texts of Scripture require us to be mild and 
compaſſionate toward one another ? and what 
Texts toward Animals? 


Why is Anger Forbidden? 
What Texts of Scripture forbid Anger? 
What Texts caution us againſt Lying ? 


In what other reſpects are we required to be cau- 
tious of our Words ? 


What Texts _enjoin Temperance, Soberneſs, and 
Chaſinty 9 


What is it, which chiefly diſpoſes Men to the prac- 
ice of Chriſtian Virtues 2 


What is it, which chiefly diſpoſes Men to Pa 9 
| What 


( 36 } 


What is our duty toward the Government? 


What Texts order Obedience to the Government ? 


CHAPTER IK% 


On Rewards and Puniſhments. 


T behoves us ſerioully to conſider the Rewards 
and Puniſhments appointed by God for our 
obſervance or neglett of theſe Duties. In this 
life indeed we find that Virtue and Vice do not 
always mect with their due reward; that Virtue 
is frequently unhappy, and Vice ſuccesful : but 
we are aſſured that aſter this life there ſhall be 


a Reſurredion to life eternal, at which all men 


ſhall riſe again with their bodies, and at the laſt 
Day, the awful day of Judgment, ſhall be brought 


to an b exact account for the good or evil actions 


which 
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which they have done in this world. IF we ſeri— 
oully and earneſtly perform the duties of Chriſtia- 
nity, we are aſſured that after this life we ſhall be 
<admitted to everlaſting happineſs. This happineſs 


ſhall be greater than at preſent we are able to 


«expreſs or conceive: our Nature will be © chang- 
ed and wonderfully improved: we ſhall be fas 
the Angels: we ſhall dwell in the * Society of 
happy Spirits: we ſhall be continually in the pre— 
ſence dof God and Chriſt : Chriſt himſelf will 
be our *Ruler and even our Companion: and 
this: happineſs will be * everlaſting; neither mis- 


fortunes nor death will any longer be able to in— 
-But if on the con- 


terrupt our enjoyments. 
trary we diſobey the Commandments of God, 


we may be aſſured that the moſt terrible of all 
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puniſhments will be our lot in another life: 
that we ſhall be excluded from the preſence of 


God and Chriſt, and ſhall be miſerable in the 
Society of the“ Devil and other wicked Spirits. 
It becomes therefore our intereſt as well as our 
duty to ayoid what is evil, and to follow what is 
good; for God is a God of infinite juſtice and 
will not ſuffer his commandments to be deſpiſed, 
without inflicing ample puniſhment either in 


this liſe or in the life to come. 


What great Event will take place aſter this life ? 
What will happen to us all at that time ? 


if we perform the Duties of Chriſtianity, what 


will be our Reward ? 


Of what kind will this ane 5 be, and of what 


duration 2 


If we diſobey God's commandments, what will be 
our Puniſhment ? 


By which of his Attributes will God puniſh Sin? 
CHAP- 


* 
n 2 


«th. 
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Pſalm ix, 7. — Matth” xxv, 45 Mark ix, 44.— Mark xvi, 
16. kon 11, 8 and 9.—2 Theſs vii, Band 9g. 
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CHAPTER X. 
Of the Holy Scriptures, 


HE Holy Scriptures, which we commonly 
call the Bible, conſiſt of two Parts, the Old 
Teſtament, and the New Teſtament, This word 
Teſlament means a Covenant or Agreement; ſo that 
the Old Teſtament ſignifies the ancient Cove- 
nant or Agreement which God made with Man- 
kind by means of Moles, and the Books which 
contain the QId Covenant. The New Telta- 
ment ſignifies the preſent Coyenant made with 


Man by means of Jeſus Chriſt, and the Books 
wich contain it. 


In the Old Teſtament, which was originally 
written in Hebrew, the common language of the 
= Jews, the five books of Mofes otherwiſe called the 
= Pentateuch or the Law come firſt; written by Mo- 

ſes himſelf, and containing the hiſtory of the 


; World, particularly of the family of Abraham the 
= 2nceſtor of the Jews, till the death of Moſes, We 
F | 1 WS | here : 


99 7 


here read the Creation of the World; the Fall 
of Adam; the deſtruction of Mankind by a De- 
luge, when only Noah and his family were pre— 
ſerved ; the hiſtory of Abraham, Iſaac, and Ja- 
cob or Iſrael with his twelve Sons, and their 
numerous families; the reſidence of the Ifracl- 


ites in Egypt, and their oppreſſion there; their 


Exodus or coming out of Egypt under the com- 
mand of Moſes and Aaron, and the deftrutiion 


of Pharaoh and his Army in the Red Sea; their 


wanderings for forty years in the deſart of Ara- 


bia, during which time the Law was given to 


them by God from Mount Sinai; their arrival 


on the border of Canaan, the land promiſed to 
them by God for their inheritance; and the death 


of Mofes. 


The ſecond diviſion of the Old Teſtament is 


the Hiſtorical Books, The Book of Joſhua con- 


tains the war which the Iſraclites carried on a- 
gainſt the original Inhabitants of Canaan undcr 
the command of Jothua, until they had deſtroy- 
ed or ſubdued them. In the books of Judges, 
Samuel, Kings and Chronicles the billory of the 
Iſraelites is continued; in which are contained 
their wars with the Natiyes of Canaan and the 

oo neigh— 
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Beg Nations, both while they conti— 
nued a Republic and when they ſettled into a 
Monarchy ; the diviſion of the Monarchy into 
the two kingdoms of Judah and Iſrael ; the ſuc- 
ceſſion of Kings in theſe two kingdoms until the 
kingdom of Iſrael was deſtroyed by Salmanaſſar 
king of Aſſyria, and the Iſraelites carried away 
captive into Media and Aflyria; and until the 


kingdom of Judah was deſtroyed by Nebuchad- 


nezzar king of Babylon, and the tribe of Judah, 
that is, the Jews, carried captive to Babylon. 
During all this time whenever the Iſraelites for- 
ſook the worſhip of the true God and followed 
the idolatrous and wicked practices of the neigh- 
bouring nations, God did not fail to ſend Pro— 
phets to exhort them to repent and turn again 


to the true Religion, and to denounce his juſt 
judgments againſt their diſobedience: nor was 
their ſinal deſtruction accompliſhed, till theſe warn- 


ings had been repeatedly neglected, and their 
Iniquity could no longer be endured ——The 
Book of Ruth contains the private life of Ruth, 
who was marricd to Boaz a wealthy Landholder 
at Bethlchem. Boaz was Great-grandfather of 
David; and therefore this book muſt have been 


particularly intereſting to the Iſraelites, as be- 


ng 
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ing a narrative of what happened to an Anceſ- 
tor of the royal family, while yet in a private 
ſtation; and it was probably admitted into the 
Canon, (that 1s, the Catalogue of ſacred Books) 


becauſe from this family the Meſſiah was to be 
born. The hiſtory of this Nation after their 
captivity is continued in the Books of Ezra and 


Nehemiah ; which contain an account how a part 
of the Jews and Iſraelites (hereafter known on- 


ly by the name of Jews, becauſe far the greater 
number were of the Tribe of Judah) returned 


into their native land, now called Judea, after 
ſeventy years Captivity; how they rebuilt the 


City of Jeruſalem and the Temple, and re-eſta- 


bliſhed the worſhip of the God of their Fathers. 
— Laſtly, the Book of Eſther relates a very 
providential deliverance from utter deftruttion, 


which the Jews experienced during their Cap- 


tivity. This deliverance was obtained by means 
of Eſther a Jeweſs, who had been advanced tv 
be Queen to Ahaſuerus King of Perſia. 

The third diviſion of the Old Teſtament is 
the Hagiographa, or as it may be rendered, he 
Religious Books, viz, Job, the Pſalms, the Pro- 
verbs, Eccleſiaſtes, and Solomon's Song, The firſt 
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contains an account of the unexampled ſuffer. 
ings, the patience, and finally the proſperity of 
a Man, who lived in Arabia, of the name of 
Job. Whoever wrote this Book, (whether Mo- 
ſes, as is generally ſuppoſed, or whoever elle) 
it contains many admirable repreſentations of the 


unſearchable ways of Providence in the govern- 


ment of the world, and of our duty to ſubmit 
to all its diſpenſations, conveyed in very ſublime 
poetical language.—— 


The Plalms are a collec- 
tion of Hymns and other divine Poems, written 
by ſeveral inſpired writers, but the greater part 
by King David. The Proverbs are a collec- 
tion of moral Sentences compoſed by King So- 
lomon. Eccleſiaſtes, that is, the Preacher, 
compoſed likewiſe by Solomon is a moral and 
religious treatiſe, containing the moſt powerful 
motives to virtue and piety, and abounding with 
very exact obſervations on human life. The 
Song of Solomon is a kind of Paſtoral Poem, 


which under the repreſentation of the Love be- 


tween Solomon and his Spouſe is generally ſup- 
poſed prophetically to ſignify the Love which 
was to ſubſiſt between Chriſt and his Church. 


The 
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The fourth Diviſion of the Old Teſtament is 
the Prophetical Books. The Prophets were Per- 
ſons divinely inſpired, raiſed up by God from 
time to time to preach both to Kings and peo- 
ple of Iſrael and Judah repentance from their 
many abominable crimes, and to denounce the 
wrath of God againſt them, unleſs they repent- 
ed: and they proved the reality of their inſpi- 
ration by prophecies and miracles. Theſe Books 
contain their Preachings, Admonitions and Pro- 
phecies. There are four greater Prophets and 
twelve leſſer; ſo diſtinguiſhed not on account 
of any ſuperiority, but becauſe the Books of 
Iſaiah, Jeremiah, Ezeckiel and Daniel are very 
much longer than any of the reſt. If they were 
placed according to the order of time, in which 
they were written or delivered, they would ſtand 
nearly thus: Jonah, Amos, Hoſea, Iſaiah, Joel, 
Micah; theſe were before the Captivity of the ten 
Tribes: then follow Nahum, Zephaniah, Jere- 
miah, Habakkuk, till the deſtruction of Jeruſa- 
lem and the Captivity of the Jews: Daniel, Oba- 
diah, and Ezeckiel during the Captivity : and 
laſtly Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi after the 
W which laſt was about four hundred 

years 
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Here end the inſpired 


vears before Chriſt, 


writings of the Old Teſtamet. 


The laſt Diviſion of the Old Teſtament is 
the Apocrypha, ſo called from a Greek word, 
which ſignifies that they are of doubtful Autho- 
rity. All the reſt are called Canonical Books, be- 
cauſe they are admitted into the Canon, that 1s 


the Catalogue of inſpired Books; but the Apo- 


crypha, tho' ſome of the Books contain much 
true hiſtory, and ſome convey many good and 
religious Sentiments, was yet never ſuppoſed by 
the Jews themſelves to be the work of inſpired 


Writers. Very few, if any, of theſe Books were 


written in Hebrew, as the reſt of the Old Teſ- 
tament, and it is beſides in ſome parts very ex- 
ceptionable. 


The New Teſtament contains, firſt, the four 
Goſpels. This word Goſpel (anciently written 


gode-fpel) means the good tidings, or good-news of 


Salvation by Jeſus Chriſt. The hiſtory there- 
fore of our Saviour's life is properly called the 
Goſpel; and it was ſeparately written by four 


I Ve. 


of our Lord's diſciples, St. Matthew, St. Mark, 
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St. Luke, and St. John, ufually called for that 
reaſon the four Evangeliſts (from Evangelium, 
that is, @ Goſpel), ——The As of the Apoſiles, 
written by St. Luke, contain the hiſtory of the 
tranſactions of our Lord's Diſciples and Apoſ- 
tles after his death, particularly the Preachings 


and Travels of St. Paul.——-Next follow the 
fourteen Epiſtles of St. Paul and ſeven Epiſtles 


of St. James, St. Peter, St. John and St. Jude. 
The intent of all theſe Letters or Epiſtles is near- 
ly the ſame; which is, to explain ſome Articles 
of the Chriſtian Faith, which were not before 


ſufficiently underſtood, or at leaſt were made a 


ſubject of diſpute among the carly Chriſtians; to 


inforce the dottrines of Chriſtianity by new or 


repeated Arguments; and to recommend a Per- 


ſeverance in them. The laſt Book and which 


cloſes the Canon of Scripture is the Revelation 
of St. Fohn, containing a Series of Viſions which 
were communicated from Heaven to St. John, 
by which are repreſented the various fortunes 
which were to happen and are ſtill happening to 


the Church of drin i) the end of the Wortd.. 


Such are the Daoks on which the Truth of 
_ Chriſtianity depends. We are of opinion that 
| theſe 
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cheſe Books deſerve the utmoſt credit to be given 
to them for theſe two following reaſons. | 


Firſt; the Writers of them were in general 
cotemporary with the facts which they related, or 
had the very beſt opportunity of being inform— 
ed; different writers relate the fame events with 
nearly the ſame circumſtances, and ſucceeding | | 
writers refer to thoſe who wrote before them in 


E ſuch a manner, as evidently ſhews that they con- 
« ſidered them as authentic. For thele ſame rca- 
ſons all mankind give credit to the Writers of | 
Greek and Roman hiſtory, when they relate the 
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tranſactions of carly times; and it would be ab- 
ſurd to refuſe that credit to the one claſs of Wri— 


ers, which we give to the other. 


Secondly; we give credit to theſe Books be- 
cauſe we believe them to have been written un- 
der the inſpiration or influence of the Holy Spi- 
rit directing the ſacred Writers. We þelicve 
this, firlt, upon their own Teſtimony : for they 
were virtuous and religious men, and all their doc- 
trines and actions were directed to che welfare oO 
mankind, abhorring deceit and falſhood, and 
preaching God's judgments againſt it: theſe men 
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affirmed that they received their dodrines from 
Heaven; and we think it improbable that men 
of ſuch a character ſhould affirm this, if it were 


not true. And in the next place, many of theſe 
Writers proved that they were divinely inſpir— 
ed * by the Miracles which they performed, ſuch 


as Moſ.s, Jolnua, St. John, and St. Paul: and 


others by the Prophecies which they uttered, as 
Iſaiah and the other Prophets; which Prophecies 
being afterwards fulfilled, proved that the Au- 
thors were polleſied of ſuper- natural information. 
So that we have a double proof of the veracity 
of che facred Writers. For firſt, conſidering 
them as mere human writers, they could not well 
be deceived themſelves, nor could they have car- 
ried on a ſucceſsful ſcheme for deceiving others: 


and ſ:condly, we have the ſtrongeſt reaſon for 
believing that they were divinely inſpired, and 


conſequently ſuper-naturally prevented from de- 
ceiving or being deceived. 


Since the Holy Scriptures then come to us 


ſo ſtrpngly recommended by their veracity, and 
contain th them ſubjects of the higheſt import- 


ance 
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ance to Mankind, no "Toth than eicimil happineſs 
or eternal miſery, it is our buſineſs to examine 

them with attention, to ſtudy them continually, 

to meditate upon them, to receive the dottrines 
| contained there with reverence, and to apply 
4 them to ourſelves. It is thus alone we can be 
5 wiſe unto Salvation. 


Into what parts is the Bible divided? 


What is the meaning of the word Teſtament in 
this place? 


What do you underſtand by the Old Teſtament ? 
and what by the New Teſtament : 1 


Into how many parts is the Old Teſtament di- 
vided 2 


What Books are contained i in the Pentateuch, and 
what 1s their Subject: * 


Which are the Hiſtorical Books, « and ie is the 
Subject of them ? 


What Books are contained in the Hagiographa, 
and what are the Subjects of them? 
A What 
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What are the Prophetical Books, and what 15 


their Subject? : 


Which are the greater bis ds and why are they 
fo called? 


What is the Gta p 
What are the Canonical Books, and why fo called? 
What Books does the New Teſtament contain? 


What is the Subject of the Four Goſpels ? 


Mat is the proper meaning of the word Goſpel? 


Why is the hiſtory of our Saviour's life called the 
Goſpel ? 


By what Title are the four kiforions of our Sa- 


viour's life diſtinguiſhed ? 


' What is contained in the Acts of the Apoſtles, 


and who wrote that Book ? 
What are the Epiſtles of St. Paul, and how many ? 
What are the remaining Epiſtles, and how many? 
What is the general Subjef of all theſe Epiſtles? 
What is the laſt Book of ſacred ey ? 


What i is contained in it ? 
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What is the firſt reaſon why we give credit to the ſa- 
cred Scriptures + ? 


fat is the ſecond reaſon ? 
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IWhy do you believe that they were written under the 
Inſhiration of the Holy Ghoſt ? 


Mat then is our duty to " with regard to the Holy 
Scriptures ? 


. ; 


1 OUESTIONS 


RELATING 


To our SAVIOUR's LIFE, 


F the Scholar has read the four Goſpels with 
1 proper Attention, he will be at no loſs for 
£ Anſwers to the following Queſtions : 


What is the Subject of the four 3 9 
Mo wrote them ? 


Who was our Lord's Mother? and who his fup- 


of 


poſed Father ? 


Where did his Father and Mother live ? 
On what account therefore did they go to Bethlehem ? 


Who were Jef informed . the birth EI the Me ah, 
' Who were led by the Star ? 


How did the child Jeſus eſcape the general Maſſacre? | 


(99-3 


Of what Country were they, and of what Religion? 


T faid, his ſuppoſed Father: was he not his real 
Father ? 


Where was our Saviour born £ 


Under what government were the Fews at that time? 


Into what Diſtricts was the Holy Land at that time 
divided ? and what were the inſabitanis of theſe Þ 
Diſtridcts 9. | | 5 


Where in Bethlehem Was our Saviour born : ? 
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What hgn appeared in the Heavens at his birth ? 


Why did King Herod wi iſh to deſtroy him ? and by 


what means? 


When did they return out of Egypt? 
Where did they then go to live ? 
| How 


K * 
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How long did he live with them? 


In what condition of life were they ? 


When he was twelve years old, he gave a remarRab:” 
proof of his divine knowledge: what is it? 

On what occaſion were they at Ferufalem ? 

It was foretold by the old Jewiſh Prophets that before 
the public appearance of Chriſt, a Prophet ( Elias) 


ſhould appear, as a forerunner of him : how was 
this Prophecy fulfilled ? ; 


Whoſe Son was St. John the Baptiſt ? 


Was St. Fohn the Baptiſt related to our Saviour ” 


Was his Birth foretold, and by whom 2. 
Did his Father believe the Angel! 9 


2 was the conſequence of has unbelief ?. 


How did John the Baptiſt aft, as the forerunner of 
Chriſt EF 


Where did ke baptize? 


When the Phariſees ſent to John the Baptiſt to enquire 


who he was, what anſwer did he make? 


my did Jeſus go into Judea to John the Baptiſt ? 
| What did John ſay of him at that time? 
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What became of John the Bapliſt? 


5 Did he at that time fall dwell at Nazareth ? 


e 
What Circumſtance happened at his Baptiſm 9 


What happened to our Lord immediately after his 
Baptiſm ? 


Why did Her od put him to death ? 
Where did our Saviour firſt begin his Miniſt yp ? 


Wiai was ns firſt Miracle, and where! ? 
Had he great fuceeſs at his firſt preaching 2 
Had hie the fame fucceſ at his own town Nazareth ? 7. 


He gained over many Diſciples ; but how many lid al 
he ſet apart as Apoſites E- 


What countrymen were they, and of what religion ? 


Of what employment Were moſt of them ? 

Where did they fiſh ? 

Who was Levi ? 

What is a Publican 2 

How did our Saviour chiefly prove himſelf to be 
Chriſt ? 


Of what kind u were his Miracle p. 
What 


4 
What method of Inſtruction did he chiefly uſe ? 


While he continued in Galilee, he was transfigured : 
what was this appearance? 


Who was with him ? what voice was heard ? 

Did he always continue in Galilee ? 

Did he go up alone? 

Why did he weep over Jeruſalem at his approach * 
How did he enter 4 Jeruſalemꝰ 


What was his firſt aclion on his arrival at Jeru- 
falem ? 3 


Who came to Jeſus by night ? 
On what Subjef was their converſation 2. 


How did he employ himſelf during his 29 at Je- 
rufalem ? ; 


What ſucceſs had he at Jeruſalem ? 
Who were his chief Opponents ? 


Who were the Phariſees —the Sadducres—the S rite 
—the Elders or Ruler $2 | 


Why did they diſlike and oþpoſe i 2 
Why would they not belicve him to be the Meſſiali? 
; * 2 | What 
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What did they reſolve to do with him ? 


hat did our Saviour do immediately before his 
death 2. 


What ceremony did he inſlitute at that time ? 


Our Lord then told them that they ſhould or fake him; 
what faid Peter ? jor 


After they had eaten the Paſſover, where did they 


go? 
What followed ? 
What lime of day was it? | 
Why did they not take lim openly, and long before 4 
How did they fond him in this retired place? 
What induced Judas Iſcariot to betray his Maſter? 


Did his Diſciples make any reſiſtance when he was 
apprehended ? 


What did his Diſciples do 3 they found chat he 
was arreſeed 9 


Where did they carry our Lord? 
What witneſs was witneſſed againſt him? 


What happened to Peter during our Lord's Exami- 
nation? 


They 
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They condemned him to ſuſfer death ; for what of- 
fence ? 


Where did they carry him the next morning? 

Why did they not put him to death immediately? 
Who was the Roman Governor ? 

Pilate ſent him to Herod : why ? 

Did Pilate endeavour to ſave him or deſtroy him ? 


IIis offence was merely religious; how then did the 
Fews perſuade Pilate to put him to death? 


Whom did Pilate rel-afe inſtcad of Tefus ? 
Why did Pilate releaſe either of em? 
What became of Judas Iſcariot? 


Men Pilate gave him uf to be crucified, what did 
the Soldiers do to him? 


Why did they do this? 
How did the Rulers behave at the Crucifixion ? 
What writing was ſet up over his Croſs, and how 
written ? 
Was he crucified alone? 
How aid the Malefaflors behave P 
Was 
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Was there any ſupernatural appearance at his death 8 


What elſe extraordinary happened? | 

On what day of the Week was Chrift crucified 2 

Do we commemorate the Crucifixion of our Lord ? 

When Jeſus Was dead, what became of the body ? 
 Whai did Foſeph do with the body ? 


When the body was entombed, what did the chief 
Proefts do? 


Why did they feal and watch, the Tomò = 
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Did he return to life again ? 


' On what day of the Week, and at what time 1 85 the 
| day? + 
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* Do we commemorate the Reſurrettion ? 

Who firſt diſcovered thai he was riſen?ꝰ 

What made the women go to the Sepulchre 9 
What did they fee at the Sepulchre 2 

How did the Diſciples receive the womens" account ? 


Why did they diſbelieve his Reſurrection? 


© 
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What is the common report ameng the Fews concern 
ng our Lord's Reſurrection? 
qe To 
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How did our Lord convince the Diſciples of his Re- 
furrection ? 5 


ere they all preſent, when he appeared to them ? 


ow did our Lord convince Thomas ? 


Where did the Eleven Fl after the Reſurrection? 
Did they fee our Lord in Galilee ? |] 
How and where did he appear to them ? 

What orders did he give them ? | 
How long did he continue on Earth after his Reſur- | 


rection ? 


From whence did he aſcend into Heaven? 


THE END. 
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